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Justice for Latino veterans

By Jose Acosta, ©! Diario / La Prensa, 12 April 2007.
Translated from Spanish by Hillary Hawkins.

PBS promised yesterday to amend a 14-hour
documentary on the American experience in World War II
that included not one Hispanic veteran; it was severely
criticized over the last month and a half.

El Diario-La Prensa was one of the first newspapers in
the county to spread the news of this omission on
February 28.

According to statistics from the Center for Minority
Veterans, between 250,000 and 500,000 Hispanics
participated in World War II, which represents between
2.5 percent and 5 percent of all of the soldiers. The
number, however, could be larger, according to this
center, because back then many Hispanics were counted
as White.

The acclaimed documentary maker Ken Burns decided to
include Latino veterans’ stories, after a group of activists,
veterans and politicians complained that the producer
ignored their contributions to the nation. Burns also has
agreed to hire a Latino producer to help him create the
additional content, said PBS.

Among those that met with PBS to request a change was
Eduardo Bhatia, representative of the governor of Puerto
Rico.

The democratic congressman from Texas, Ciro Rodriguez,
joined the chorus of critics assuring in his comment that
the exclusion “has caused much anger and
disenchantment.”

The change represents “a great victory for the Latino
community,” said Marta Garcia, director of the New York
chapter of the National Hispanic Media Coalition.

PBS hopes that the 14-hour documentary, which
premieres in September, becomes as popular as “The
Civil War,” also by Burns.

Veteran Anthony Mele, 47, chairman of the 65th Infantry
Regiment Honor Task Force, praised Burns’ decision to
include Latinos in his documentary; however, he
considered that by not including them, Latino veterans
“were not going to cry over it. We are soldiers and our
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story is a story of pride.

*I don't think we should attack PBS for not including
Latinos in their documentary. What worries me is that
Spanish-language media is not making documentaries on
Latino veterans, in order to show our contributions to
this nation,” said Mele, whose parents are Puerto Rican.

Since February, a group of activists initiated Defend the
Honor Campaign in order to pressure PBS and Burns to
include Latinos in the documentary on the war.

Veteran Gus Chavez, one of the leaders of the
movement, said that the Latino community’s unity in this
matter was unprecedented because, according to him,
the movement demonstrated “how powerful our
community can be when working together for a common
cause.”

Translation © 2007, IPA, all rights reserved.
Included by permisson of El Diario / La Prensa.
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Justicia para veteranos latinos

LOCALES - 04/12/2007
JOSE ACOSTA/EDLP

Nueva York — PBS prometié ayer enmendar un documental
de 14 horas sobre la experiencia americana en la Sequnda | | AL FRENTE |

Guerra Mundial que no incluia a un sélo veterano hispano, m.enm m a Iatluos
por lo que fue fuertemente criticado durante el Ultimo mes X
y medio.

EL DIARIO-LA PRENSA fue uno de los primeros
periddicos del pais en hacerse eco de esta omision el 28 de
febrero pasado.

Segun cifras del Centro de Veteranos de Minorias, en la
Segunda Guerra Mundial participaron entre 250,000 vy
500,000 hispanos, lo que representa entre el 2.5% al 5%
del total de soldados. El nimero, sin embargo, podria ser
mayor, segin este centro, porque en esos tiempos muchos
hispanos fueron contados como blancos.

El aclamado documentalista Ken Burns decidié incluir
incluir historias de veteranos latinos, luego que un grupo
de activistas, veteranos y politicos se quejara de que el
realizador ignoré sus contribuciones a la nacién. Burns
también ha acordado contratar a un productor latino que lo
ayude a crear el contenido adicional, dijo PBS.
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PBS espera que el documental de 14 horas, que se C°"t"3|°”'a
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fue “The Civil War” (La Guerra Civil), también de Burns.

El veterano Anthony Melé, de 47 afios, presidente de la Comisién de Trabajo de Honor del
Regimiento 65 de Infanteria, alabd la decisién de Burns de incluir a los latinos en su documental,
pero consideré que de no incluirlos, los veteranos latinos “no iban a llorar, porque somos soldados
y nuestra historia es una historia de orgullo”.

“Yo creo que nosotros no debimos atacar a PBS porque no incluya latinos en su documental, lo que



si me preocupa es que medios hispanos no hagan documentales de veteranos latinos, para que
muestren los aportes de nosotros a favor de esta nacion”, dijo Melé, quien es de padres
puertorriquefos.

Desde febrero, un grupo de activistas iniciaron la campafia Defendiendo el Honor con el fin de
presionar a PBS y a Burns para que incluyeran latinos en el documental de la guerra.

El veterano Gus Chavez, uno de los lideres del movimiento, dijo que la unidad de la comunidad
latina en este asunto fue un hecho sin precedentes porque, segin él, el movimiento demostré “lo
poderosa que puede ser nuestra comunidad cuando trabaja junta en una causa comun”.

Jjose.acosta@eldiariony.com
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